
We make green make 
sense

We help people and businesses save 
energy and reduce waste

Wasted Food Solutions for 
NY Businesses
Assisting Food Businesses & Institutions with Prevention
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We make green make 
sense

We help people and businesses save 
energy and reduce waste

As a non-profit 501(c)(3), CET works with partners throughout the region to help 
transform the way we live and work for a better community, economy, and 

environment – now and for the future.”



wastedfood.cetonline.org/wastedfoodassistance/

Wasted Food Solutions

Partner With Us

Toolbox

Case Studies

Assistance for 
Service 

Providers



Center for EcoTechnology Partners



Deconstruction Pick-up Sale



CET assists with inspection and verification of multiple PassiveHouse projects in Portland, Maine – most 
of which are affordable housing.

PassiveHouse is the most energy-efficiency building standard in the market today. Some of the 
principles incorporate solar orientation, continuous insulation, high performance doors & windows, 
airtight enclosure, and energy recovery ventilation.



























A Global Movement…



Source: https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/organicsbans

ADDRESSING FOOD WASTE ACROSS THE COUNTRY



COMMERCIAL ORGANIC WASTE BANS AND 
SUBJECTIVITY

Connecticut
(2017)

1+ ton food 
waste/week (2020)

Located within 20 
miles of facility

Massachusetts
(2014)

Recently lowered to 
½ ton/week

no exceptions to ban 
based on a business’s 

proximity to a processing 
facility

Rhode Island 
(2016)

2+ tons food 
waste/week

Located within 15 
miles of facility that 

has capacity



https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf
/excessfoodbusinesshandbook.pdf

Food Waste in 
New York

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/excessfoodbusinesshandbook.pdf


NYS Food Donation and Food Scraps 
and Recycling Law 

Effective January 1, 2022: 

Businesses and institutions that generate an average of two 
or more tons/week must: 

Donate excess edible food; and

Recycle all remaining food scraps*
*If they are within 25 miles of an organics recycler

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals
_pdf/dfsglist2023.pdfLink to DEC list of Designated Generators: 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/dfsglist2023.pdf


ReThink Food Waste NY
CET is under contract with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 

to provide food waste assistance to businesses and institutions

866-306-0911
RethinkFoodWasteNY@cetonline.org

centerforecotechnology.org/nywasteassistance



Resources

www.centerforecotechnology.org/nywasteassistance/

ReThink/wastedfood.cetonline.org/toolbox


Tool for Estimating Wasted Food



NYS Pollution Prevention Institute

Organic 
Resource 
Locator



Meeting You Where You Are:

Evaluate 
existing 
waste 

streams

Identify 
opportunities 

to prevent, 
recover, and 
divert waste

Create 
customized 
waste bin 
signage

Conduct cost 
analysis & 

provide staff 
training

No-Cost Waste Reduction Assistance
MA, CT, RI, ME, NH, NY, NJ, PA, MD, & OH



Food Waste Prevention

wastedfood.cetonline.org/source-reduction-guidance

Waste Tracking
Meal Planning
Food Purchasing and Procurement
Back-of-House Reduction Strategies
Front-of-House Reduction Strategies
Dining Area Design

https://wastedfood.cetonline.org/source-reduction-guidance


www.leanpath.com/ www.phoodsolutions.com/ www.winnowsolutions.com/

Food Waste Tech Companies

http://www.leanpath.com/
http://www.phoodsolutions.com/
http://www.winnowsolutions.com/


UMass Dining saved more than 
$750,000 over 3 years

Follows the EPA Food Hierarchy 
in prioritizing food recovery
efforts

Rate of food waste is down to 9%

UMass Amherst

recyclingworksma.com/umass-amherst/







Working
With Haulers

Know Your Waste

Review Contracts

Comply with Waste 
Disposal Regulations

Communicate Effectively



Customizable Waste Bin Signage



Who Do 
We Help?

Generators

Organics 
Recyclers

Small
& Exempt

Generators
Compost 

& 
Digestate 
Markets

Transporters,

Depackagers 
and

transfer facilities



Success Stories



Reduced Deals section 
reduces food waste

Opportunity to 
repurpose food 

packaging

Jungle Jim’s 
Fairfield, OH



America’s 
Food Basket 
Supermarkets
• America’s Food Basket 

Supermarkets in Boston divert 4.5 
tons per week of source 
separated organics, totaling 234 
tons annually. 

• RecyclingWorks assisted CERO, 
an employee-owned organics 
hauler, with planning logistics to 
collect food scraps from America’s 
Food Basket stores.



Hingham High 
School

thegreenteam.org/the-green-team-hingham-high-school-case-study/

Composts food scraps from the 
cafeteria on-site

Transitioned from polystyrene 
trays to compostable trays

Compostable trays are used in 
the on-site composters as 
layering/"browns"

https://thegreenteam.org/the-green-team-hingham-high-school-case-study/


www.apponaugbrewing.com

Apponaug Brewing 
Company

Rethinking portion sizes

Creative upcycling of 
ingredients

“Share Shelf” for staff

Warwick, RI



Sheraton Hotel at 
Bradley 
International 
Airport

• The Sheraton Hotel at Bradley 
International Airport took advantage 
of technical assistance through CET 
to create an effective composting 
program.





New London School District
Director of the Child Nutrition Program

Samantha Wilson

• Helped bring BRIGAID & FoodCorps to NLPS
• Hosting monthly CommUNITY meals
• Started source separation of food scraps at 

Jennings Elementary School, in 2022, 
expanded it to 2nd elementary school, and 
about to expand to 3rd. Also planning to 
implement reusables.
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Lisa Pellegrino
Business Recycling Specialist

lisa.pellegrino@cetonline.org

centerforecotechnology.org/nywasteassistance

CALL US: (866) 306-0911

EMAIL: RethinkFoodWasteNY@cetonline.org

QUESTIONS?

mailto:lisa.pellegrino@cetonline.org

