
  

 

 

TOP 10 REASONS WHY I GO TO AWMA-NFS DINNER MEETINGS 

Lets be honest, during a busy and hectic work week one of the last things I want to do is tie up 

another Thursday night doing one more work related thing.  So why do I do it? 

While I like sitting in my chair watching my favorite TV show just as much as anyone else, here 

are the main reasons I go to the AWMA-NFS Dinner Meeting: 

1. To see my friends.  

2. To network with my peers in our profession. 

3. To learn something new on a topic I know little about. 

4.  For those subjects that I feel I know it all, its sometimes good to confirm that I do 

and more often I realize, I didn’t. 

5. Have a good dinner at a different place. 

6. Hear some bad jokes. 

7. Tell some bad jokes. 

8. Hear Dominic’s Financial Report. 

9. To be aware of other aspects of our profession we may not otherwise be exposed 

to in our daily jobs. 

10. You never know when you may be in the hunt for a new job and you cannot wait 

until then to build up your network. 

       -  Hope to see you at a meeting soon. 

Message from the Chair                                      Dave Copeland 
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Don’t forget to renew 

your membership 

Renewal can be completed online 

at:  www.awmanfs.wildapricot.org 

or using the hardcopy form provid-

ed on the website. 
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Date:    Wednesday, January 27, 2016 

Time:   7:30 am  —  4:30 pm 

Location:   Templeton Landing Restaurant  

  2 Templeton Landing Terrace, Buffalo, NY  

Click Here for Registration Details 

For Enrichment Seminar Pro-

gram Schedule and Details, 

see Page 5 

http://www.awmanfs.wildapricot.org
http://www.awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1662947
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UB Student Chapter        Tom Cuff 

Membership                                                  Timothy Bathory 

University at Buffalo (UB) student chap-

ter of AWMA members from left to right 

(with Position/Title) in photo: MaryKate 

Mooney (President), Rami Herzellah 

(Vice President), Andrew Oskowsky 

(Secretary), Falliou Djigal (Treasurer), 

William Emmett (Events Coordinator), 

Tom Cuff (Chapter Liaison). 

UB also competes in the Garden Relax 

or Work (GRoW) Home challenge.  This 

past October, UB’s team and their su-

per-efficient solar-powered home was 

awarded 2nd place in the United States 

Department of Energy’s 2015 Solar 

Decathlon.  

Currently we have over 100 members of Air & Waste Management’s Niagara Frontier Section with roughly a 

50/50 split between international and local affiliates.  To check membership status please visit the AWMA-NFS 

Website. 

Corporate memberships are valid for one year from the date of renewal while local memberships expire on August 

31st annually.  New members and renewal applications can be found on our website.  Payment can be made either 

through the website or mail. Membership categories and dues are as follows: 

 

* Corporate Sponsor includes an International Membership for one person and a local affiliate membership for a second person. 

If you have any questions about becoming a member or renewing your membership please contact Tim Bathory at   

awmanfsmembership@gmail.com  or 534-6885. 

 

A list of current membership can be found on the AWMS-NFS website.  

Local Affiliate Member $36 

Local Affiliate Member [Full-Time College Student] $11 

International Member $195 

International Member [Young Professional - 35 or younger] $98 

International Member [Full-Time College Student] $35 

Corporate Sponsor* $325 

Web Sponsor* $500 

https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
mailto:awmanfsmembership@gmail.com
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1725778
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Annual Summary                        Mark Hans 

2015 – 2016 Program Year 

The 2015 – 2016 program year kicked off with our September dinner meeting at the Buffalo Transpor-

tation Pierce Arrow Museum in Buffalo, New York.  The guest speaker was Thomas Gentile who gave a 

presentation on 6 NYCRR Part 212 – The Evaluation of Public Health & Environmental Impacts – Permit-

ting Sources of Air Pollution from Process Operations.  We had over 60 people attend this event. 

The October meeting was held at the Lockport Canalside Banquet Center in Lockport, New York.  Prior to 

the meeting, Derek Martin led us on a tour of High Tread International.  High Tread processes used tires 

into crumb rubber. 

Our November meeting was held at Portofino’s Banquet Facility by Orazio’s in Clarence, New York.  Our 

guest speaker was Will Elcoate from Alpha Analytical.  Will gave a presentation entitled “A Practical Re-

view of the EPA Vapor Intrusion Guidance Update”.  

In December, our Holiday Social was held at the Flying Bison Brewery in Buffalo, New York.  Over 30 peo-

ple attended and enjoyed some good beer, an interesting tour of the facilities and spending time with 

their friends and associates in a casual environment. 

Our next AWMA dinner meeting will be held on February 25, 2016.  A presentation will be made by ALS 

Environmental Labs on Understanding Lab Results.   

The annual TSC meeting will be held on March 16 at Salvatore’s Italian Garden with a presentation on 

the Solar City project.   

Our April meeting will be held on the 21st with a tour at University at Buffalo tentatively scheduled.   

We will wrap up our 2015 — 2016 program year with the annual awards dinner on May 26.  At this meet-

ing, Tim DePriest of the NYSDEC will give us an update on the Frog Island project in the Niagara River.  

Click here for more details and a schedule of upcoming events. 

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming meetings. 

Education, Scholarships, and Grants                     Eric Warren 

Summer Camp 

AWMA-NFS will be sponsoring and selecting qualified candidates who sincerely want to spend a week at 

a NYSDEC Environmental Education Summer Camp learning about the environment. AWMA-NFS will pro-

vide the $350 cost of the camp.  Applications are due by January 14, 2016.  

Earth Day Grants  

A&WMA-NFS will be awarding one or more grants worth up to $500 each in honor of Earth Day 

2016.  The purpose of the Earth Day Grant Program is to promote environmental awareness through 

educational activities.  Applications are due by March 1, 2016.  

School Scholarships  

A&WMA-NFS will be awarding one or more scholarships to High School Seniors and College students in 

amounts ranging from $500 - $1,000.  Applications are due by April 15, 2016.  

For further information on these Scholarships and grants, please visit the Education section of our web-

site by clicking here.  

https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/event-2098759
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/event-2098762
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/event-2098764
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1665028
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1665028


  

 

 

Page 4 Vol. 32  No. 1  January 2016 

Envirun 5K - April 23, 2016     SAVE THE DATE 

 

The 26th Annual Envirun 5 kilometer (5K) run will be on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at Whirlpool State Park, which is 

just north of Niagara Falls, NY along the Niagara River gorge. This is put on by the AWMA-NFS Section to raise funds 

for local worthwhile environmental causes. To make the event a success we depend on volunteers from the Section 

and sponsors. If you can volunteer or if your company would like to sponsor the race, please contact Dharma Iyer at 

(716) 662-4157 or Mike Emery at awmanfssecretary@gmail.com . 

Registration includes a technical t-shirt and post race party with awards, food and live music. The run will be along 

the closed portion of the Robert Moses Parkway. For the latest information and to register for Environ please visit 

our website by clicking here. 

Envirun                                            Mike Emery/Dharma Iyer 

People On The Move                                             Mark Hans 

Starting with this edition, we will be including a section in each newsletter that provides infor-

mation on our members that have recently had a change in job status. If you have changed jobs, 

gotten a promotion or retired, let us know. Information can be sent to Kevin Sullivan (newsletter 

editor) at KSullivan@TRCsolutions.com. Recent changes that we are aware of include: 
 

 John Kolaga is now a partner at Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf Cunningham. 

 In April, Dennis Weiss retired from the NYSDEC after 26 years.  

 In July, Joseph Pietro left NRG- Huntley Power LLC to take a job with Duke Energy in Vir-

ginia. 

 In August, Tim Bathory left GHD to take a job with NRG – Huntley Power LLC in To-

nawanda as an Environmental Specialist. 

 In October, Paul Van Kerkhove left Ecology and Environment to take a job with GHD. 

 In March, Eric Warren left Russo Development, Inc. to take a position with Nature’s 

Way Environmental as Division Manager  

mailto:awmanfssecretary@gmail.com
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1665549
mailto:KSullivan@TRCsolutions.com
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/page-1665549
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AWMA 2016 Annual Enrichment Seminar 



  

 

The Niagara Frontier Section of 

the AWMA, Inc. publishes its 

newsletter, THE RELEASE, 

quarterly as a service to its 

members.  

  
If you would like to submit an 

article for the next issue of THE   

RELEASE, please contact: 

 

Kevin Sullivan 

TRC   

2801 Wehrle Drive, Suite 8 

Williamsville, NY  14221 

KSullivan@TRCsolutions.com 

716-713-8688 
 

All other organization related 

correspondence may be 

directed to: 

 

AWMA-NFS 

P.O. Box 357 

Amherst, NY 14226 

 

THE NIAGARA FRONTIER SECTION OF THE  

AIR & WASTE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

2015 — 2016 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

 
We’re on the web at:  

AWMA-NFS 

and also on  

 

 

Search  

Air and Waste Management  

Association 

Niagara Frontier Section 

 

CHAIRPERSON 

Dave Copeland 

Praxair 
Dave_Copeland@praxair.com 

 

VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Mark Hans 

NYSDEC—Retired 
awmanfsreservations@gmail.com  
 

TREASURER 

Dominic Buccilli 

NYSDEC—Retired 
retiredominic@yahoo.com 

 

SECRETARY 

Michael Emery 

NYSDEC 
awmanfssecretary@gmail.com 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Paul Van Kerkhove 

GHD 
Paul.VanKerkhove@GHD.com 

  

PAST CHAIRPERSON 

Paul Van Kerkhove 

GHD 
Paul.VanKerkhove@GHD.com 

  

DIRECTOR — MEMBERSHIP 

Timothy Bathory 

NRG—Huntley Power, LLC 
awmanfsmembership@gmail.com 

   

DIRECTOR – EDUCATION 

Eric Warren 

Nature’s Way  

Environmental 

ewarren@natureswayenv.com 

 
 

DIRECTOR 

John D. Atkinson, Ph.D. 

State University of New York 

at Buffalo 

atkjdw@buffalo.edu 

 

DIRECTOR - ENVIRUN 

Dharma Iyer 

Iyer Environmental Group 
iegpllc@aol.com 

  

DIRECTOR - NEWSLETTER 

Kevin Sullivan 

TRC 
KSullivan@TRCsolutions.com 

 

DIRECTOR—TSC COORDINA-

TOR 

Jim Strickland 

NYSDEC 
james.strickland@dec.ny.gov 

  

WEBSITE 

Mark Hans 

NYSDEC—Retired 
awmanfsreservations@gmail.com 

 

BY LAWS 

Abby Snyder 

NYSDEC 

Abby.snyder@dec.ny.gov 

  

UB STUDENT  

CHAPTER LIAISON 

Tom Cuff 

Environmental Engineering 

tmcuff@buffalo.edu 

  
 

 

HISTORIAN 

Bruce Wattle 

Ecology  & Environment 
bwattle@ene.com 

 

 RESERVATIONS 

Mark Hans 

NYSDEC—Retired 
awmanfsreservations@gmail.com 

  

WEBSITE 

Patrick Filey 

ALPHA Analytical 
pfiley@alphalab.com 

   

SEMINAR COMMITTEE 

Patrick Filey 

ALPHA Analytical 
pfiley@alphalab.com 

  

PDH COORDINATOR 

Randolph Rakoczynski 

Barton & Loguidice 
rrakoczyn-

ski@bartonandloguidice.com 

  

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 

COORDINATOR 

Timothy Bathory 

NRG—Huntley Power, LLC 
awmanfsmembership@gmail.com 

 

GENESEE-FINGER LAKES 

CHAPTER 

Amy K. Kendall 

Knauf Shaw LLP 
akendall@nyenvlaw.com 

 

ONTARIO SECTION LIASON 

Brian Bobbie 

Altech Environmental 

416-467-9824  ext.245 

 

 

https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
https://awmanfs.wildapricot.org/
mailto:KSullivan@TRCsolutions.com
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mailto:awmanfsmembership@gmail.com
mailto:ewarren@natureswayenv.com
mailto:atkjdw@buffalo.edu
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